
DINO 
The District Nineteen Organization of 
The American Contract Bridge League 
 
District 19 ACBL Board Meeting Minutes, September 5, 2025 (Zoom) 
 
1. President Karen Rise called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. September 5, 

2025.  She declared a quorum with the following Board Members present:  Karen 
Rise, Marilyn Olson, JP Weber, Julie Smith, JC Chupak, Randy Ross, Ann Romeo, 
and Andrew Krywaniuk.  Late arrivals were Marla Patterson, Don Bladow and 

Marv Norden.  Also attending:  Matt Koltnow, Tim White and Becky Stevens. 
 
2. Meeting Agenda was approved. 
 

3.  The minutes of the April 10, 2025 meeting were approved. 
 
4.   Confirmation of the following Board Member appointments were  

      Approved: 

 

      a) Andrew Krywaniuk for 2026 – 2028 (JP moved, Julie seconded) 
      b) Shelley Burnham for 2026 – 2028 (Ann moved, JP seconded) 

 
      c) JC Chupak approved as Webmaster beginning Jan. 1, 2026. 
 
      d) Bylaw change 5.4.2.3.2 (Elections)On or before June 15, an E-Blast will be   

          sent to all members in good standing announcing a board member opening in                          
 their Unit.  Candidacy must be filed by July 15.  Randy moved, Ann seconded. 
 

      e)  It was approved to move the Victoria Regional 2027 to Sidney for one year. 
           Ann moved, Marilyn seconded. 
 
5.  Elections Report 

 

     a)  Marilyn reported the lack of interest in participating on the board.  Don  
          Bladow (Alaska) and Marv Norden (British Columbia) agreed to stay on the  

          Board for the 2026- 2028 term as no one applied.  It might be wise, if 
          you think you may be resigning after your term, to begin researching a 
          replacement well in advance. 
      

     b) New Board Member effective Jan. 2026 will be Shelley Burnham. 
         Andrew Krywaniuk is effective immediately as he is finishing out Gillian’s term  
         ending Dec. 2027. 
 

 
6.  Controller/Treasurer Report 

 

      a)  Becky began with the good news that all Regionals have made money, with  
           considerable help from the grant monies. 
 
      b)  Of major concern is that the District has failed to ever file the required 

           annual Foreign Bank Account Reports.  Penalties are severe at $10,000/ 



        
          year and can go back 7 years.  A Voluntary Disclosure Letter can be sent and    

          the penalties can be forgiven.  Becky will seek advice from a tax attorney for 
          the best language for the letter.  It was noted that District 18 should be made 
          aware of this issue and Tim will alert them. 
 

      c)  Yearly 1099 Forms will be issued to Board Members cashing free plays 
           over the amount set by the IRS. 
 
      d)  Receipts are required to be reimbursed by DINO. 

        
7.  Other reports 

      

     a)  For 2026 Entry Fees will remain at 21.00 CAD and 18.00 US.  JC moved, 
          Marilyn seconded. 
 
     b)  JP presented his Exit Survey for Penticton, which was a good indication of  

          where our players travel from and to.  JP got a good response from those  
          surveyed (About 50%) and many comments regarding our tournament  
          schedules and hospitality suggestions came in. JP will put them in our  

          dropbox. 
 
     c)  Marilyn moved, JC seconded, Caddy wages will be the minimum wage where 
          the venue is held X 4 hours per session. 

 
     d)  Newsletter – JC tells us engagement with the newsletter has been good.  She 
           will be working on an issue regarding gmail and copy alignment.  As always, 
           she would like us to advise her of interesting and/or pertinent news for 

           our District.  If we give her a suggestion, she will write it up, if needed. 
 
     e)  With the dissolution of the Western Conference, D19 clubs have not had 

          STaC games to participate in.  We previously did not participate in the D18  
          And D20 games, but should consider doing so in the future.  Andrew has 
          “volunteered” to become the STaC coordinator for D19 and will work with 
          Matt on this. 

 
     f)   Goodwill Committee.  Marilyn reminded us this is a special award for our 
           kind and well-mannered friends!  Please make sure you give your  

           recommendations to her in writing ie; email or return the Form.  She will 
           be receiving these in the spring and all must be received at least 2 weeks 
           prior to Penticton.  A list of past recipients and the form will be in the  
           Dropbox. 

 
     g)  It was decided that “save the date” cards would be redundant to receiving 
          the e-blast reminders and when flyers are properly in distribution 11 months 
          prior to regionals. 

 
8.  Tournament Oversight Committee:  Karen reminded us of the need to get  
      Regional sanctions on the calendar years in advance since Units must work 

      around us when planning their Sectionals.  We need to be diligent 
      in looking ahead at our tournament seasons. 
 
      It was also suggested that it would be nice, that any stats received about a 



      Tournament be posted in Dropbox as a reference for Board Members 
 

      a) Victoria 2025:JP – The tournament was 99% of what it was last time, which 
           is “good”.  The exit survey, mentioned above, offered many comments  
           which can be read in Dropbox. 
 

           2027 will be held in Sidney but will still be named the Victoria 
           Regional.  Players need to be aware that the Tswassen ferry schedules work  
           very well with this venue. 
 

           2029 – The Victoria Conference Center indicated to JP that our preferred 
           Week in April is available and the cost should not rise “too much”. 
 

     b)  Penticton 2025: Marv – Attendance dropped a bit but that was mostly  
          attributable to the tournament being (1) day shorter, but Marv felt 
          low attendance from  the US was part of the issue.   Dave did a good job as  
          TC, but needs to be more cognizant of the budget. 

 
     c)  Lynnwood 2025: Marla –The Tournament was down 13% and she felt low 
          atttendance by Canadians was noticed. The 2026 contract has been offered 

          and is being reviewed.   
 
    d)  Whistler 2025: Marv – Everything is moving along.  Reminder that we have  
         have almost filled the 650 room nights contracted for and that 

         effective September 1st parking at the venue will be $25/day, but 
         other parking areas are available for less. 
 
    e)  Tri-Cities Fall Regional 2026 was approved. Ann moved and Randy seconded. 

          We will be moving forward to obtain a contract at the Red Lion, Pasco, which 
          has indicated their wish to work with us at a reasonable rate. 
 

10.  NABC 2027 – Ann 
     A preliminary committee meeting will be held September 20, 2025 (zoom).  Her  
     committees have begun fundraising efforts for this event.  Kim Eng has T-shirts 
     for sale  Club Owners will be notified of fundraiser games in November where an  

     extra fee will go towards Seattle NABC. 
 
11.  There being no further business, the President adjourned the meeting at 6:50  

       p.m. September 5, 2025. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 

 
Marilyn Olson, Secretary 
         
 

 
 

 

 
 


